
 
 
 

Rides Secretary report 
 

We have maintained our number of rides leaders this year, lost 1 or 2, gained 1 or 2. Keeping the list and 
website stocked up with rides has been a variable task. Sometimes the cupboard has been a bit thread 
bare, on one occasion the list was filled up in about 3 hours, with some dates having more that 1 
claimant. 

There is a new online lunch booking system, to help the rides leaders get an idea of numbers to book for 
lunch. You can decide on the Sunday morning about lunch, but it helps the leader if as many as possible 
book in advance. 

We have found some new coffee and lunch venues this year. Liz's barn find in the Chilterns was very 
pleasant, with a grassy approach through the bushes which added to the scene! Hunters in Witney 
which seems to cope with our numbers well, and has plenty of space up stairs. Treacles Tea Rooms in 
Thame who also have a nice big room upstairs, perhaps not quite the cake choice as the other tea shop, 
but they do get the orders right! 

We'll probably drop 1 lunch venue, though the music choice was excellent! (for those of a certain age at 
least). 

We had some excellent away day rides through the year. I guess it is a reflection of Oxfordshire's 
geography that all the away day rides seem to go to a range of hills. Rides included Jon's March ride to 
Bodicot for coffee and Broad Camden for lunch, and his house for excellent cake and tea. In June we 
went for a circumnavigation of the Isle of Wight which made for an excellent day out, with a rather 
faster pace towards the end as the ferry time loomed large against the distance to get there, but we all 
made it back. In July we started in Chipping Norton and went to Whichwood Pottery for coffee and 
Blockley for lunch, and August saw us on another hilly Chilterns ride complete with it's own tractor 
parade. September saw a select few starting in Wantage and going over the Downs. 

Our Bike week ride saw a club first with a visit to a green burial ground near Shrivenham. Jackie led a 
ride over to Charlbury to watch the Tour of Britain ride through, and thoughtfully planned a personal 
rain cloud to follow the group back to Oxford. 

We have continued our monthly joint rides with Isis, which invariably draws a large number of riders. 

We could always do with a few more rides leaders, for the whole day, of just out and back from coffee. 

James Dawton. 
Rides Secretary 

 
 



Chairman’s report 
This report was presented by Powerpoint. It began by retracing the history of the club over the past 5 
years.  

HISTORY 

In 2012, we ceased to be a “subsidiary section” of Oxfordshire District Association and became an 
independent “formal member group” answerable only to CTC Head Office. 

We compared our club’s growth over 5 years to the growth of Cycling UK membership in our area: 

 

Cycling UK grew by 20%; Oxford City by 106% 

NEW DEVELOPMENTS 

We showed new web developments to help members keep track of their riding: 

 

This was a pre-view of a development (“Coming soon to your computer screens”) which shows for each 
member the number of: 

 Full-day rides attended 

 Half-day rides attended 

 Full-day rides led 

 Half-day rides led 



LEADER BOARD 

The new leader board (available to members from 6 November) shows the number of rides and the 
kilometres ridden for any year. 

 

PERFORMANCE INDICATORS 

We showed 4 significant performance indicators 

1) Gender balance of 50:50 
2) Number of rides about 160 (includes Isis 58) 
3) Variety, not our strong point, but very popular “coffee rides” every week 
4) Average attendance around 15-16, usually requiring splitting into 2 groups 

THE YEAR IN SUMMARY 

The report ended with a brief summary of the year: 

Autumn leaves - Wantage’s Mince Pie ride at the top of White Horse Hill - the February Annual Dinner - 
the grey and gloomy March skies - the April bluebells - the early blossoms and at last - the new green 
leaves of summer. 

We thanked the leaders and the riders, “recognising that our club is nothing without the leaders and the 
riders. In fact, out on the road every Sunday, discovering the local highways and byways, come rain or 
shine, our club is quite literally - nothing but a bunch of leaders and riders”. 



Isis Cyclists CTC: Annual Report 2016–17  
Isis Cyclists have continued to flourish during 2016–17.  

RIDE STATISTICS 

This year we organised 58 rides (an additional three had to be cancelled mainly on account of the 
weather). Our leaders group, which is now 11 strong, continues to meet three times a year to plan the 
rides programme for the next four months. 

Overall, we have recorded a satisfying increase in participation. In terms of unique participants, 
approximately 103 women rode with us, 12 more than last year. Of the total, 55% had ridden with the 
group previously and 45% were new to the group (these proportions are almost unchanged from last 
year).  

The table below summarises the average number of riders on each type of ride (figures have been 
rounded): 

Ride type Distance (miles) 
Timing  

(per month) Total rides 
Average 

riders 
Change since 

2015– 16 

Short <10 1st Sat 12 10 +5 

Medium ~15 2nd Sat 9 12 +3 

Long  20–30 3rd Sat 11 9 +1 

Joint Isis-Oxford City to coffee   20–30 Last Sun 9 7 = 

Stop & Stare <10 Midweek 8 7 -1 

Summer social (mixed) Variable 
Ad hoc;  

pm or evening 
6 8 -2 

Special rides 

 Velovixen 

 Weekend away 

 50-mile challenge 

Actual 

7 

17 

12 

 

N/A 

+3 

+3 

The ‘Stop & Stare’ themed rides were added to our repertoire in 2013. They run during the warmer 
seasons on different days during the week, to give people working part-time a chance to take part. This 
year’s themes have ranged from nature conservation (‘Planting for Pollinators’) to historical (Oxford’s 
towers) and cultural (‘CS Lewis’, Artweeks and the Mikron Theatre at Wolvercote). 

SPECIAL RIDES 

The Isis weekend away and 50-mile challenge are now key landmarks in our calendar. This year’s 
weekend, from 9th-11th June, was based in Lechlade. Thirteen riders cycled out in glorious sunshine on 
the Friday afternoon and picnicked by the Thames on their arrival. Two rides were held on the Saturday,  
one to Kelmscott Manor and the other a 40-mile tour of the Cotswold Water Park taking in a number of 
lovely villages. We are already planning next year’s weekend, from 13th–15th July at Brazier’s Park in the 
Chilterns. This will include a celebration of our tenth anniversary. 

The sun also shone on our 50-mile challenge to Faringdon on 2nd September. 



Velovixen, the Wheatley-based online retailer of women’s cycle clothing, held an open day on 21st May, 
and was very keen for Isis to attend. Our arrival was greeted with cheers, and a number of us took the 
opportunity to add to the contents of our wardrobes. 

PUBLICITY AND ENGAGEMENT WITH THE COMMUNITY 

We announced in last year’s annual report that we would step up our publicity. Concrete actions have 
included: 

 rebuilding our WordPress site with a new URL: www.isiscyclists.org.uk. The site includes a 
‘Contact us’ page, which appears to provide a convenient way for women to make first contact 
(judging by the number of messages that we have received through that channel).  

 setting up a new email address: info@isiscyclists.org.uk. This automatically feeds into Ellen’s 
personal email client, so enquiries are responded to more quickly. (The ‘info@...’ inbox can also 
be accessed on the Web by other leaders in Ellen’s absence.) 

 creating flyers at regular intervals with a summary of our forthcoming rides. Lucy Tennyson 
produces them in PDF format for members to print and post in their places of work etc. 

We have also been active in the local community, including: 

 an article by Lucy Tennyson in the Oxford Times (November 2016); 

 presence at Oxford Green Fair (3rd December 2016) and the Elder Stubbs Festival (19th August 
2017); 

 a ride in association with the Women & Bicycles Festival on (5th March 2017) 

 participation in an event in support of the national Space for Cycling campaign (22nd April 2017) 
 

In addition a number of Isis riders were among the 520 cyclists on a ride on 12th May in memory of 
Claudia Comberti, who was tragically killed on the Botley Road three days earlier. 

ISIS AND OXFORD CITY CYCLING UK 

We continue to value our close association with the main Oxford City Cycling UK group, and we thank 
the committee for funding our new web address. 

On our monthly joint rides we endeavour to maintain an increased pace in order to help our members 
make the transition to longer, faster outings. We hope that we are responsible – at least in part – for the 
evening-out of the gender distribution on the City group’s rides. 

Finally, on a formal note, Liz Matthews has taken over from Ellen Lee as the co-opted Isis representative 
on the Oxford Cycling.UK committee, and has participated in the committee meetings in February and 
July 2017. 

Liz Matthews 
5th November 2017 

 

  

http://www.isiscyclists.org.uk/
mailto:info@isiscyclists.org.uk


Treasurer’s report and financial accounts 
I have completed the accounts for 2017, which show a small loss of £105 on the year, leaving a reserve 
of £344.48 in the bank. Spend was mainly in areas such as internet access and website, and generally 
the prognosis is that of a healthy and active club. I have presented these accounts to our auditor who 
has duly signed them off. 

I therefore recommend these accounts to our AGM and submit them to you accordingly. They are 
already in the correct format for onward submission to Cycling UK, which I will take care of, as soon as 
the AGM has approved.  

Regrettably, I am not able to be present on Sunday, but do expect to be back cycling with Oxford 
Cycling.UK on a much more regular basis throughout the winter, so hope to see you all out on a ride 
soon. 

Once the accounts have been accepted by the membership, I will then send them through to Cycling UK 
Head Office in the usual way. 

Best regards and safe cycling 

David Whitaker 
Treasurer 

  CTC Oxford City Accounts 2017   

Balance at 30.09.16 
 

£449.02   

  
  

  

13th DEC 16 500001 -£                     50.71    

13th DEC 16 500002 -£                     9.90    

13th DEC 16 500003 -£                     60.00    

16th DEC 16 9717 NSTFGBP35.44 -£                     0.97    

16th DEC 16 9717 ENVATOMARKET3 -£                     35.44    

6th JAN 17 9717 WWW.ENIXK.TD.C -£                     60.00    

1st MAR 17 Richard Morris -£                     20.30    

28th MAR 17 NSTF GBP £29.42 -£                     0.80    

28th MAR 17 NAME-CHEAP.CO.UK -£                     29.42    

31st MAR 17 CYCLIST'T CLUB CTC SUBS  £                     200.00    

27th JUN 17 WWW.ENIXLTD.COM -£                     7.00    

6th JUL 17 WWW.ENIXLTD.COM -£                     30.00    

  
  

  

  
  

  

Balance as at 30th September 2017 Current Balance 2017 £344.48   

        

        

        

 

http://www.enixltd.com/
http://www.enixltd.com/


Campaigning report 
It has been a very busy year for those campaigning. The less money the County Council (the Highway 
Authority) have, the more consultations they seem to produce. Part of the extra work is that the County 
Council are consulting stakeholders on some schemes before they come up with a firm design (which is 
something that didn't used to happen which we kept asking for, so it's a good thing they are doing it, 
even if it's a lot of work!). Some are for the County's own schemes, some are specifically for bidding for 
money from the DfT for schemes. Some are also for "shovel ready" schemes. These are for keeping on 
the shelf ready for when the Government offers funds to bid for. "Shovel ready" schemes have a cost, as 
10 - 15% of the cost of a scheme is spent in the planning, so the county would need to find 10 - 15% of 
the cost of a scheme to have the plan sitting on a shelf. Most schemes to bid for tend to be £1 - 10M or 
so, so 10 -15% is a lot of up front cost. 

The work involved with all this can be quite time consuming. I won't claim to have worked on all the 
schemes below. That so much work does get done is due to members of Cycling UK, Cyclox, and 
numerous people in the Oxfordshire Cycling Network (OCN). Some particularly hard working groups in 
OCN are Cyclox, Bike Safe (the B4044 Community Path) and Harbug (Harwell Bicycle Users group, who 
look over the Science Vale and Didcot plans). 

A common thread (again) this year is potentially very good schemes being let down by :- 

Some finer details being missed/over-looked in the planning, which in use has a significant effect on 
those cyclists using it. Sometimes when queried, no one seems to quite know whose job it is to know, 
who knows the answer, and whether it was considered in the first place. 

Small details of a design not being right. Often these are details that cannot always be discerned for the 
consultation plans. 

Lack of joined-up thinking between transport planners/engineers and developers, with the transport 
planners not pushing hard enough to get adequate transport plans/road details correct/solved in 
developer planning applications. In such cases, developer contributions (s106/CIL - community 
infrastructure levy) opportunities can be missed. Templars Square Shopping development and Westgate 
are such examples. (NB. County Council is the transport (Highway) Authority, the District Councils - 
Oxford City/South/Vale/West Oxfordshire/Cherwell – are responsible for building/development 
planning applications). 

Transport planners designing schemes that do not meet/support the aims of the County Council's own 
transport policy LTP4. 

A lot of schemes are better than offerings over previous years, but not the step change required to meet 
the County Council's own LTP4 targets/aspirations. 

Road works meetings with the County Council road works manager. Cycling UK/Cycox/OCN have had 2 
of an ongoing series of meetings with the County Council's roadworks manager, some of his staff and 
Skanska contractors staff. The manager, despite a shockingly shrinking budget is wanting to know how 
he can make roads better for cycling. It was his idea to have the road surface questionnaire for cyclists 
that closes on Nov 5th - 
see https://consultations.oxfordshire.gov.uk/consult.ti/highway_incidents_cyclists/     You will not find this 
link easily on the County Council website. 

Space 4 Cycling election event. A concerted effort was made to get County Council election candidates 
to sign up for Space 4 Cycling (which demands space for cycling), with a large number of cyclists from 
across the county converging on County Hall before the local elections. There are now 22 County 

https://consultations.oxfordshire.gov.uk/consult.ti/highway_incidents_cyclists/


Councillors who have signed up for Space 4 Cycling, where we had 10 before.. 
See  http://cyclingukoxfordshire.org/22-space-for-cycling-councillors-elected/ 

New County Council Walking and Cycling Design Standards . These for the first time give us County 
Council documents to hold highway planners to account with!   They are not perhaps the most 
ambitious guides, but they do set out good basic standards, and refers to other ‘best practice’ guides. 
However, the previous Residential Roads Design Guide remains in place which risks embedding more 
fundamental design flaws. We are lobbying for this to be revisited while it can make a difference to the 
coming wave of residential development.. 

Didcot Garden Town plans.  These have many good plans in them for cycling.  The funding and 
governance (i..e. Decision making) is as yet uncertain – the District Councils seem more keen than the 
Town Council. 

OCN produced a vision of a future Strategic Cycle Network for Oxfordshire, based on current and future 
residential, employment and other key locations.  OCN evaluated its costs and benefits based on an 
analysis of likely cycle journey demand.  See  http://cyclingukoxfordshire.org/strategic-cycle-network/.  

Andrew Gilligan  The National Infrastructure Commission asked Andrew Gilligan to investigate ways of 
promoting active travel in Oxford/Milton Keynes/Cambridge to help reduce car use as a way to help 
mitigate the effects of the proposed Oxford - Cambridge Expressway. He made good time available for a 
public meeting with cyclists, as well as an hour 1:1 with the chair of Cyclox (Simon Hunt) and with the 
chair of Oxfordshire Cycling Network (Robin Tucker). He also went on a guided cycle tour around some 
of the local cycle facilities. He is writing a report, due out in November. 

Botley Rd/western corridor consultation/funding awarded The County Council held a stake holder 
consultation for the "Western Corridor" into Oxford (Botley Rd + Cumnor Hill). While it make some 
improvements, poor design of side turning crossings commented on during the consultation still remain. 
The plan covers the "easy bit" of Botley Rd (west of Binsey Lane). The difficult narrow bit east of Binsey 
Lane is not covered in this plan. A cure for that section will have to wait for another day. This section 
may involve using some of the (narrow) front gardens of some of the houses to accommodate space for 
cycling and the busy road traffic. 

The County Council bid for some money, and has been awarded £5.5M for the section west of Binsey 
Lane. 

Hythe Bridge Street traffic lights. After over 2 years of the appalling current lay out, a better/less bad 
arrangement is planned, probably next year. It should perhaps be noted this is being done not solely as a 
solution for our particular problem, but as a city wide collection of measures to sort the 
Westgate/closing Queen Street to buses issue. The plans showed an island bigger then the humble arm 
chair sized island that was recently installed. The current island does however notable increase the 
space given by cars when they turn right, but is completely over runnable by any vehicle driver that 
chooses to do so. 

Westgate Shopping Center redevelopment. This is now finally open. It represents a big barrier to E - W 
cycling across the city, and the loopy road around John Lewis is perhaps not wide enough to 
accommodate the 2 way buses with cyclists. Also the entrance from the south is poor for cycling, the 
stated means of turning right was to dismount and walk across the road.... Something the planners 
didn't pick up on. Late in the day the County Council said they would do a cycle specific safety audit of 
the scheme, which makes you wonder what they had done before...  Graham Smith again wearing the 
"Last man standing" hat on this one. The planning condition was 1000 extra cycle parking spaces when 
the centre opened. When Westgate opened, they had installed just 3% of this number. 

http://cyclingukoxfordshire.org/22-space-for-cycling-councillors-elected/
http://cyclingukoxfordshire.org/strategic-cycle-network/


A2H (Access to Headington) consultation/implementation. This is now being constructed. Some design 
changes suggested to the contractors were included. Other points of detail appeared during 
construction fell quite short that will quite alter the feel of the facilities when cycled upon. While these 
have been take up, probably discovered too late in the day for them to be changed. As with a lot of 
points raised, there is minimal cost implication with a lot of the points raised. 

A 44/A 4260 consultation A "Shovel ready" scheme for the A 4260 Kidlington roundabout to Langford 
Lane (Oxford Airport), and A44 Pear Tree to Bladon Roundabout. Lots of design issues raised to make 
the plans properly good. The plans did almost nothing for the Kidlington Roundabout and nothing for 
the Pear Tree Roundabout (though Pear Tree need Highways England involvement/permissions). Not 
enough ambition. 

A 40 consultation  A comprehensive response was put in for plans for the A 40 (new bus lane, re jig the 
cycle routes. The preferred County options included down grading the cycle facilities to one side of the A 
40 only (so a real problem for headlight dazzle in winter - a problem raised in stake holder 
consultation....), and refusing to include a cycle track on the B 4044 as an option. 

Woodstock Road. This is due for a make over, and some consultation was done on this. With £1M to 
spend between St Giles and the Wolvercote Roundabout, the money won't go very far, so expect 
repairs, not a redesign. 

E-W routes across Oxford.  There is an issue with east - west routes across the city. Currently the 
options are Queen St (no cycling day time), George/Broad St via the Hythe Bridge St traffic lights. As part 
of the Queen St - Westgate re jig, cycling through Queen St could have been put froward, but wasn't. A 
report was commissioned  by the City Council into this, the report has not yet been seen. Queen St is a 
Cycle Super Route in the County Council's plans, so it or George St need to be brought up to standard. 

Folly Bridge. Folly Bridge has been having structural repairs. Graham Smith pushed to get the road 
surface/design altered while they were repairing the bridge, to make it less threatening to cycling (being 
very narrow/very busy with cyclists turning right across the main traffic flow). A solution was devised, 
which even the engineers thought was OK (to put a cycle lane across the left turn traffic lane, similar to 
the one off Magdalen Bridge). Alas, the area has no accident record, so the County safety officer did not 
want to alter the lay out which might alter that record, so a less effective solution has been installed 
(cycle symbols in the traffic running lane only).. 

Kennington housing development There was a public exhibition on a housing development is planned 
on the south end of Kennington (which technically is Radley Parish Council). A response was out to the 
developers to divert the Sustrans route across the development following the line of the current foot 
path, which would be a gain for local cycle infrastructure. To date no firm planning application has come 
forward. 

OCC won £3..5m from CCAG2 for “Riverside Routes” This scheme (planned last year) from the river 
near the Abingdon Road Four Pillars to North Hinksey village has been awarded the money (£3.5M)  the 
County Council bid for. No action on the ground has happened yet. 

Templars Square - A redevelopment of Templars Square shopping centre in Cowley was approved by 
planners with no cycle facility improvements at all. 

Oxford flood relief channel This would be an ideal opportunity for a cycle track for leisure use between 
Kennington/south Oxford and Botley, which would be a lot more pleasant than the cycle track along side 
the A 34. A foot path is planned, but no cycle access. Again, no City/County council pressure to include a 
cycle track. 



Kings Arms junction Broad St/Parks Rd. Cyclox have been asking for these traffic lights to be removed 
for years. Fortunately a vehicle crashed into the control box. Siemens said that it was so old it was too 
expensive to repair. So out the lights have come to be replaced by a raised junction. Most of the money I 
think came from the University, with some from the City Council and some from the County Council 

Science Vale The Council is proceeding developing the routes from previous LSTF (Local Sustainable 
Transport Fund) funding, and has focused on routes between (a) Wantage and Harwell Campus; (b)  

Steventon and Milton Park and (c) Milton Park to Didcot.  The first two are priorities but progress 
depends on landowner discussion.  The Backhill tunnel under the railway near Milton Park, is due to 
open to cyclists and pedestrians before Christmas - thus avoiding the busy Milton Heights A 34 junction. 

Wolvercote, Cutteslow and the  Plain Roundabouts feed back to DfT . 

The County Council asked for feedback on these schemes, as they are obliged to supply feedback to DfT 
(who funded the bulk of these schemes) after 3 years. The general message was poor value for money 
and could have been better (The Plain), and poor road crossings for cyclists on the 
Wolvercote/Cutteslowe roundabouts refuges/traffic islands too small, the un-signalled crossings hard to 
use due to traffic flow. 

James Dawton 

 


