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More general things 

Co-production 

Co-production is where the client/stake holder is involved in a scheme from the outset. The County Council use 
this in the social care field, with patients being fully involved in determining their help/treatment. The transport 
department are trying to introduce this to road schemes with stake holder groups. In the case of redesigning the 
Woodstock – Banbury Roads, the process has not been that good. Not very details plans being shown briefly on 
projector screens. No change to study at length, or to zoom in on fine detail. 

The actual designs are quire reasonable. The bus companies are likely to object unless traffic control points (aka 
“bus gates”) are introduced across the city to negate the loss of bus lanes. 

Local Transport and connectivity Plan LTCP 

This is the County Transport Plan for transport up to 2050. A considerable job to respond to such a mammoth 
document (162 pages). Like all the previous versions, on the whole it reads well. All it needs is funding and 
meaningful implementation – both lacking on all the previous versions….. 

In the light of recent road deaths in the County, we stated the need for a “Vision Zero” approach to road deaths. 
We objected to the safety statement that the County “would full fill its statutory obligations” on road safety – 
better referred to as “road danger reduction”. 

Developments. 

These keep coming in thick and fast. Lack of response from Oxfordshire Highways to planning applications 
continues to disappoint. 

Quickways (wider cycle lanes/narrower motor vehicle lane/white centre line removal). 

These have been designed as part of the next round of Covid recovery funding. The scheme is a bit flawed as 
junctions are not dealt with, and motor traffic flows are too high to make a real difference to getting new cycle 
users out on the road. This is partially due to the disfunctional funding method. Traffic reduction needs sizable 
funding (currently in available/needs to be applied for when available). Thus only cheap schemes (for which 
funding is available) can be implemented or the funding is withdrawn. 

Narrow roads. 

The quickways scheme highlighted the issue of busy narrow main roads eg the Abingdon Rd. No deign 
guidance/standards say what design solutions to try on such roads. 

Local Traffic Neighbourhoods (LTN’s) 

Very controversial with those who want to rat run through residential areas. Hopefully once properly installed, 
people will see the benefits and accept them. 

Local Cycling and Walking Infrastructure Plans (LCWIPs) 

These map out a plan for improving walking and cycling infrastructure. We think hey should be more ambitious, 
but at least there is a plan. These have been produced by the County Council for  Oxford, Witney and Bicester. 
Robin Tucker and a team of volunteers wrote  one for Abingdon as a lock down project. 

Member submissions 



On a few issues this year we have asked members to respond to consultations, as numbers matter. Many thanks 
to those who have responded when requested. 

County change of leadership 

After the last local election the County changed from a Tory controlled administration to an everyone else 
controlled administration. They are working hard to advance active travel. 

Cycle deaths 

There sadly have been 4 cycle deaths in recent years in Oxford.  Having 2 within weeks of each other has 
galvanized a sense of this cannot continue. The new County administration is looking at what can be done to the 2 
recent locations to improve safety quickly. How to design out left hooks by left turning large vehicles is the issue. 

Road works meetings. 

These quarterly(ish) meetings have been in abeyance due to Covid. However, there are plenty of things to follow 
up from previous meetings, so after some homework we will pursue these again. 

County Council Street design guide. 

This tells developers what sort of street design/environment to design. The first offering for consultation was 
deemed so bad as to be not fit for purpose. Revisions were made, but it needs more revision. 

Walking, Cycling and Horse-riding Assessment Report (WCHAR)  

A new one on me, but I received 2 during the year. It is a report drawn up for schemes to see what improvements 
could be made for walking/cycling/equestrians in the surrounding 1km of a scheme. In both cases the officer was 
asking me, as a stake holder what improvements could be made.  All potentially useful, though the tone of the 
officer suggested he had as much faith as I did in it making any difference! 

More specific things 

Botley Rd rebuild. 

There have been numerous “issues” with this scheme, some to do with the plans, some to do with the 
construction process. Cyclox/CUK had a site meeting site visit worth council/contractor officers and councillors. It 
was quite interesting how what looked good on paper drawings had short comings in real life. Many suggestions 
were make, and credit to the officers, they agreed/accepted almost everything we said, and acted upon most the 
suggestions. 

Headley Way cycle track tactile slabs. 

Hugo Everett contacted me to say the wrong slabs had been installed, resulting in a slippy surface for cycles, and 
guiding visually impaired pedestrians to walk on the cycle track while thinking they were not on the cycle track. 
Eventually they were corrected many months later, after an exercise in how a County officer should not deal with 
a complaint. Thanks to Hugo who did a lot of the digging out of guidance/regulations on this. 

A 40 temporary traffic lights to cross the A40 near Wolvercote. 

On paper, these were fine. Under certain traffic conditions these were lethal (I nearly got run down). Having 
worked out what the problem was, I contacted the County Council on the Sunday, and they were corrected on 
the following Wednesday or Thursday. 

Gravel on the temporary cycle track by the A40 near Wolvercote. 



Alas this complaint went unanswered for months despite reminders. By the time they answered the track had 
been closed, but they would take note of the comments on the new temporary cycle track surface on the other 
side of the road. 

Ring road cycle track cabling works. 

We managed to have “cyclists dismount” signs not used for these works. (The cabling works was for a power 
supply from Blackbird Leys Cowley sub station to Red Bridge P&R for car charging points). 

Botley Rd rail bridge. 

The latest design options has been seen, lack of space concerns not addressed at some parts. A definite 
improvement on the current bridge. (The new bridge span is over 50% wider than the current one). 

E – W rail 

Some consultation on new bridge crossings over the railway west of Kidlington. A good design ramped bridge 
near Kidlington over the railway (the road level crossing will be shut). A missed opportunity to improve Kidlington 
Lane (behind the Turnpike pub) however. 

A 40 at Eynsham. 

After 5 years, still no real progress on the Eynsham roundabout having safe crossings despite various iterations of 
the design process and clearly stated concerns. Cuckoo Lane may well get an underpass – space will be left for 
one, no funding as yet. 

Lodge Hill south facing A34 slip roads. 

One of the worst designs to be offered for some years. The County cabinet rejected the plan, a revised/improved 
plan is meant to be forth coming. 

 


